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Let us do _ that Good may come. 


HE RE is nothing ſo difficult in the 
1 Ve of our intellectual Faculties, as 
to keep them free from the undue 
Influence of our Prejudices ; and of all the 
Prepoſſeſſions apt to confound and miſlead 
our Judgments, none are obſerved' to ope- 
rate with greater Vigour, or more n 
ly, than thoſe that take their Riſe from the 
Love of ourſelves. 
That there are not many of ſo depraved 
a Turn of Mind ſeriouſly to maintain the 
Lawfulneſs of do:ng Evil, that Good may 
come of it, this may be ea/ily credited: But 
then, on the other Hand, it is abundantly 
confirmed, by a /ong, a wide, a well-atteſt= 
ed Experience, that, when even no more 
than a bare Chance of ſome preſent Advan- 
tage appears in Sight, few have Virtue or 
Reſolution ſufficient, by withſtanding the 
Allurement, to render their Practice and ſo- 
derer Sentiments conſiſtent with each other. 
If in the Courſe of ſuch ſhameful Yield- 
ings Men find their Teeth ſet on edge, they 
cannot pretend to lay the Blame on their 
Fathers baving eaten the ſour Grape: They 
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eat it themſelves, it is plain, with Greedineſs 
and Complacency ; and, what is worſe, 
they eat it with Appetites ſo thoroughly de- 
praved, and ſo ſtrongly craving after ſtill 
greater Abundance, that, to lay thoſe In- 
portunities, which, like Hell and Deſtructi- 
on, are yet never .to be ſatisfied, they are 
continually ſeeking out, and daily hitting 
upon, many Inventions in this Way, beyond 
the Knowledge and Example of former 
Tunes, „ 4 LOG 

It would be no difficult Taſk to give in 
a pretty /arge Catalogue of ſuch baneful 
Improvements, or rather Perverſions, in 
every Branch of Moral Duty ; Nor would 
ſuch a Recital be without its Uſe ; as it is 
probable, many well-meaning, but igno- 
rant or unthinking Perſons might hereby 
be kept back from /undry Kinds of Prac- 
tices now current among us, which, tho' 
attended with ſome certain or probable Be- 
nefits, cannot however be juſtified upon 
the Foot of cool Reaſon. | 

For the preſent it will ſuffice to ſingle 
out from among the Number one Inſtance, 


| that may ſupport the foregoing Conſidera- 


tions; and one there is, capable of doing 
this as effectually as any other of the Kind, 
which, not to keep you in Suſpence, is. 
that of Inoculation : A Device ſo eaſily 
proved in many Reſpects inconſiſtent with the 
Didlates of right Reaſon, and thoſe of our 

moſt 
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moſt boly Religion; and fo abſolutely void, be- 
fides, of any ſolid Inducement to plead for 


the Admiſſion of it, whatever may be pre- 


tended to the Contrary ; that it is to be ho- 
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ped a Chriſtian Preacher may ſtand uncen- 


ſured for endeavouring, by a fair Repreſen- 


tation of Particulars, to ſecure thoſe entruſt» 
ed to his Care, againſt catching an Infecti- 
on more hazardous far, than that it under- 
takes to cure; at a Time, when thro' the 
ſelfintereſted Diligence of ſome, and the 
ill. judged Countenance of others, it is more 
than probable the Evil may ſoon reach and 
ſpread among them. 

Nor let it be objected, that what we un- 
dertake to diſcourage is of ſo long Standing, 
and has been ſo Freely and ſo gladly admit- 
ted by very many Perſons of all Ranks and 
higheſt Capacities, that the heavy Charge, 
with which it appears loaded here, muſt 


needs for theſe Reaſons be deſtitute of all 
Probability, if not abſolutely ill- grounded. 


For, as the expre/s Divine Law, not to fol- 
low a Multitude to do Evil, has not yet, 
nor ever can be diſproved ; and as no Au- 
thority whatever can be of Weight ſufficient 
to out-balance that of Truth, where there 
is Room to believe t? to lie in the oppoſite 
Scale; all Obſervations, that reſt on no 


better Ground, than what Example affords, 


muſt of courſe be given up, as of no Man- 
per of Account in Matters capable of be- 
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ing proved indefenſible in other Ref pects. 
But to our Subject. 

Inoculation, of which, pak of its 
Notoriety, no particular Deſcription needs 
be given, is, if we ſeriouſſy attend to it, 
what, in the firſt Place, ſeems not recon- 
cileable with ſundry very weighty Confidera- 
tions, that relate to the Deity. 

Among the many Principles, which Rea- 
ſon and our common Faith furniſh us with 
on this Head, there are none more ftri&ly 
demonſtrable, than thoſe which repreſent 
the Almighty Creator, to our Underſtand- 
ing as one, on whom, becauſe of his pri- 
mary Cauſality of all Things, all Things 
are neceſſarily dependent, and to whom, 
becauſe of his au, Dominion and Go- 
vernment over all Things, they are as ine- 
vitably ſubjected. Beſides which, it is 
equally, and by the ſame Kind of Evidence 
true, that, as in his zſinite and moſt per- 
fect Wiſdom we can diſcover more than 
enough to aſſure us of the neceſſary Excel- 
lency of all his Purpoſes, ſo may we in 
like Manner trace, in the anbiaſſed Ten- 
dency of every Perfection of his, Grounds 
abundantly ſufficient to convince us, that 
in the Execution of thoſe Purpoſes, The 
Fudge of all the Earth will ever do what is 
right, 

Should it not then ſeem conſiſtent in 
Creatures endowed with Abilities, and 

= bleſſed 
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blefled with Informations, that will, when 
uſed, and r:ghtly uſed, lead them into the 
Knowledge of ſuch Truths ; and ſo formed 
beſides, as to have hee Abilities of theirs 
connected with Powers, intended to bring 
every inferior Inſtinct and Capacity in Sub- 

ſerviency to the Reaſon of their Minds; I 
ſay, ſhould it not ſeem confiſtent in Crea- 
tures ſo conſtituted, that they ſhould uſe 
their beſt Endeavours to render their Prac- 
tice conformable to theſe Diſcoveries ? Should 
they not in every Act of theirs behave to- 
wards their Creator with the profoundeſt 
Humility ; in the deepeſt Senſe of their 
Dependence and his Supremacy 5 Should 
they not freely reſign themſelves, and all 
their Concerns, to his certain and his better 
Care ? Should they not obſequzoufly follow 
the Courſe, which by his original or inci- 
dental Arrangement of Circumſtances he 
deems proper to chalk out to their Goings? 
Should they not rely, without wavering, 
upon his Power and kindeſt Affection for 
all /uch favourable Interpoſitions, as in their 
Situation may become requiſite and fitting? 
And ſhould they not at a// Times acquieſce 
in the MViſdom and Goodneſs of the Divine 
Diſpenſations ; careful only to give them 
their intended Effect, by every Kind of ſut- 
able Improvement? Mot ſurely all this is 
highly reaſonable ; all this is every Way 
Praiſe-worthy. 


But 
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But ſo is not the Conduct of thoſe from 
whom we differ. On the contrary, as by 
their running greedily into Ways plainly 
unnatural, they muſt be allowed to declare, 
tho' in Action, as explicitly as they can in 
Words; that they will none of the Al- 
mighty's Government or Tuition z that 
they chuſe not to be directed by his Ap- 
pointments; that they like not the Way he 
would have them walk in; that they care 
not to ſubmit their Intereſts to his Diſpoſal; 
that they dare not truſt his Wiſdom for the 
right” ordering of Circumſtances, nor his 
Power or Goodneſs for proſpering their well- 
timed and prudent Endeavours 3 that fo 
they can but cure Life in their own Way, 
it gives them no Concern what becomes of 
their ether higher Attainments, or how 
much they may thwart hereby the divine 
Intentions towards them: In ſhort, as they 
yield herein the cleareſt Evidence imaginable 
of their Reſolution to ret themſelves in 
every Capacity out of the Hands of the 
Great Creator, and ſo appear moſt incon- 
teſtably to ſet up for themselves, and to un- 
dertake to carve out their own Fortunes, we 
cannot but conſider their Conduct, as fo 
| monſtrouſly ſwelled with human Preſump- 


tion; ſo unmeaſurably injurious to the Dei- 


ty; ſo totally void of Religion; fo greatly 
deſtructive of Morality, that it will be hard 
to produce, out of the huge Syſtem of hurt- 


ful 
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fal | Inventions, ever an * big with 
more dci and Oh, than this > 


. —— to gauand agai inſt this 
Imputation, the RESET of- this 
Practice have been very induſtrious in the 
direct contrary Way to repreſent their be- 
loved Expedient as a Means | kindly vouch- 
zſaſed by the good Providence of God to ſecure 
the. Lives of many. But how ſhocking muſt 
it appear to a thoughtful and ſerious Mind, 
to obſerve the Deity introduced, firſt to 
countenance the moſt daring Preſumption 
[againſt him, and then to — the very 
weakeſt Plea that ever was offeted in favouc 
of any Error! What? Is the Almighty 
ever obſerved ſo fickle and uncertain, fo 
ready to do and undo, as to make the ſame 
Thing capable of proving an Inſtrument 
both of Death and Life; the /ame Fountain 
to ſend forth ſweet Water and bitter |? 
What? Are the /e/f-/ame Particles that at 
one Time tend to raiſe a Ferment deſtruc- 
tive to the bodily Syſtem, at ander en- 
dowed with a Power of moderating that 
Ferment and preventing its Malienity. 7 
Are theſe Particles, when unmixed but with 
the free Air, more virulent and noxious, 
than when conveyed united with many 
others of {Fe pernicious Nature and Ten- 
deney ? Or does the bare Act of Inſertion 
aiter the Property * Efficacy, "ow 
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of the inſectiuus or of the inflammable Mat- 
ter? Surely, Contradictions * yet to 


paſs for Verities; nor are Effec to be aſ- 
ctibed to Things that are nat all to pro- 
dace them. On the contrary, as it is moſt 
evident, that Inoculation can in theſe Re- 
ſpects, which conſtitute the hole of it, in- 
duce no manner of Change, at leaſt not for 
the better, in the Quality of the Diſeaſe; 
and it is therefore to other Expedients, or 


fortunate Circumſtances, neither of them 


peculiar to this much famed Specifick, that 
the good Effects obſervable in it ought moſt 
unqueſtionably to be attributed : We can 


deem it little leſs than an impious Mockery 


to call that which directly tends to infect 


and deſtroy, a Means appointed by the Dei- 
ty for the Security of Mens Lives. We 


ſhould moſt certainly have thought ſo, had 
the /ame Motive been urged for that life- 


ſaving Bubble which once was in Vogue, 
of transfufing the Blood of the Young into 


the Veins of old People: And yet in that 
Experiment the End propoſed did not ſeem 


impoſſible to be attained, as it does in 


this of Inoculation. However, as that wild 
Scheme then met with a Check from the 


civil Power, notwithſtanding any the moſt 


Jþecious Pretences to the contrary, ſo ſhould 
Inoculation no be diſcountenanced by eve- 
ry Perſon that would not ſuffer himſelf to 


be impoſed upon by ſham Reaſons, and /o 


drawn 
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drawn in to become guiliy of "oY very 
higheſt Kind of Preſumption; guilty of no- 
thing leſs than 2 gigantich Attempt to force 
the Directiun of Events, and moral Govern- 
ment of this World, out of their pro 
exalted Station in the Hands f 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs, down to the low and 
hazardous Condition of being , miſuſed and 
perverted by weak and wicked Man. - 

Nor is the Inſult, which thus clearly 
appears to be offered to the divine Provi- 
dence by this audacious Undertaking, the 
only Diſcouragement that bears hard againſt 

There is another, which, if we are not 
eo impregnable to the off Movements 
of Humanity, and have not yet obliterated 
thoſe charitable Impreſſions the Goſpel- 
Mercies once happily made on our Minds; 
cannot but affect us in as ſenſible. a Man- 
ner; and that is, the further Inconfiſtency 
of this irreligious Paradox, with the unalie- 
nable Rights and Privi leges of our Fellow- 
Creatures, 

That, independently of all After- Regu- 
lations whatever, each Individual of our 
Kind has by Nature ſo peculiar, ſo exclu- 

e a Property in ſome Things, that 10 
other beſides himſelf can in any Senſe call, 
or by any original Right uſe them as his; 
this is a Circumſtance fo evident from our 
Make and Conſtitution, that it would carry 


too ſevere a Reflection on the Capacities or 
B2 Diſ- 
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Diſpoſitions of Mankind to ſuppoſe it 2 
Be to be diſputed : And that by the ſame 
primary Appoin tment of Nature, Man | 
was 54 indded for” ſolitary but : ſocial 
'Life, that is, for the Uſe — Benefit of 
er bers, as much as of h:mpelf ;' this is ano- 
ther Character full as clearly legible in our 
Frame, if we will but attend to out inbred 
bodily and mental Neceſatzes 3" to the ever- 
Active Iuclinations of our Hearts, and Diſ- 
poſitions of our Minds to unite in Feilen. 
ſbip with each other; and to the peculiar 
Comforts and Ebjoyments: made to atiſe 
from mutual Intercourſe, when purſued ae. 
cording to its f Deſtination.” 1; 
Conſequently, it would ſeem right to In. 
fer, that they, who in conformity to theſe 
Truths of Nature's dictating, are in every 
Action of theirs careful to demean them- 
ſelves with an inviolable Regard to the 
Claims of others; and are on al Occaſions 
ready to contribute, in due Meaſure and to 
the /ull Extent of their Abilities, to the 
Relief or Support of their Fellow-Crea- 
tures ; do, by anſwering herein the Inten- 
tions of their and all Nature's ſole Creator 
and Lawgiver, gain a juſt Title to, what 
is more weighty far than human Applauſe, 
the Approbation and conſequent Favour of 
their wife, their equitable, their merciful 
Judge: Whilſt they, who on the contrary 
feek their own and not another” s Good ; they, 
who 
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who, in 001 Temper of their Minds 
can purſue their Deſigns — the leu 
Thought, and in manifeſt Vialatian, of 
theic Neig 's Rights ; and what is 
worſe, who ſeruple not to do this in Ways 
diretiiy ng ner of many great and often 
irreparable Miſchiefs; cannot but be ac- 
counted guilty of the moſt glaring. Inbuma- 
nity and Violence, and fo far rt profeſſed 
Enemies to Mankind, —- 

| Whether the Friends to —— 
ſhould, be ranked among Delinquents of 
this Size is a Queſtion that will not bear to 
be .canvaſſed ; when, | beſides the Tyranny 
exerciſed over, and the fatal Iurizes in 
many Caſes: done by this Expedient to Per- 
ſons, whoſe Bodies and Lives no one can; 
under any Pretence whatever, claim''a 
Right to diſpoſe of af Mill, at leaſt not to 
infec? and endanger ; it is moreover a Fact 
of general Notoriety, (and if Report ſays 
— not unfelt here) that by introducing 
the Infection, thro' this unſocial Quackery, 
into populous: Villages and Cities, and ſpread- 
ing it thence into /arger Diftricts, by as to 
render its Continuance almoſt perpetual ; 
the Trade and Commerce of thoſe Places, 
and. their Neighbourhoods, have been ak 
ways moſt ſenlibly affected ; many Fami- 
lies have inevitably been reduced thereby to 
the greateſt Difficulties and Hardſhips; and 
— of Lives have been, and are, dai- 


ly 
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ly loſt, to the utter Ruin of more than one 
innocent Sufferer. Nor is it eaſy to appre- 


hend how thefe Evils could be prevented, 


even was this Operation undergone in a 
mote private Way; fince unleſs Precauti- 
ons were taken, ſimilar to thoſe uſed in 
Times of the Plague, (and even thoſe often 
fail) the direful Conſequences above-menti- 
oned could not without a Miracle, even 
then but be expected to follow, tho' per- 


haps more leiſurely, yet as effectually. 


However, ſeeing the Practice of our 
Times, whatever. may happen bereafter, 
has not even fo much as this $ Show of Ten- 
derneſs to plead in Excuſe, but ſeems ra- 
ther, if we may judge from its Progreſs, 
to court Places of public Reſort, with the 


Intent that Numbers may be inticed or 
forced to ſubmit to the Experiment ; the 


CBarg e of Inhumanity and Prejudice to the = 


public Weal, as made out above, ſtands in 


its full Force againſt it, ſo as nothing but 


- Repentance, fruitful in  faitable and ample 


Reparations, is able to leſſen the enormous 
Guilt contracted thereby, 

The Word Guz/f, it is likely, will ring 
harſh in the Ears of thoſe who have been 
accuſtomed to entertain themſelves and 
others with the ſofter and more engaging 
Sounds of eee. Duty, and ſo 
on. And yet, if what has been advanced 
hitherto is leer concluſive, the Expreſſi- 

an 


1 
en muſt be allowed to be well. ſousded; 
nay even, tho it was poſſible to aſſign 
ſomething in the Duty ue owe ourſelves, 
that ſhould ſeem to favour the oppoſite 
Side: For it is beyond all Contradiction 
true, that no Conſideration of Self-Intereft; 
however binding under other Circumſtances, 
can continue to be of Force in any Caſe, 
in which our Compliance with i: is capa- 
ble of being proved inconſſtent Map our 
Obligations, either to the Almighty Crea- 
tor, or to our Fellow-Creatures, a A much 


leſs when contrary to both. In the mean 


Time, there is no Neceſlity to deſcend to 
ſuch Ni icety of Diſquiſition at preſent ;. or 
ſeemingly to allow, that any Thing plauſi- 
ble can be offered by the Advocates for In- 
oculation ; when the Duty that reſpects ur- 
ſelves \ is ſo far from countenancing this ir- 
religious and inhuman Machination, that it 
2 ſome additional Preſumptions againſt 


| 8 will be eafily granted, that as none of 
our natural Privileges and Enjoyments are 
of our own procuring, but are a/l of them 
abſolutely the undeſerved Git of the boun- 
tiful Creator; ſo neither have they been 
delivered up to our Will or free Diſpoſal, 
but have been ſubjected in their Uſe to cer- 
tain Reftridtions —_ impreſſed upon, and 
clearly legible in, their inmoſt Natures and 
Tendencies. AN conſequently 1 it is unde- 


niable, 
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niable, that every Kind of Conduct chat 

ſeetns regardkſl of theſe divine Laws,” and 
2 tes to itſelf a Power of acting ith 
out and" again/t them, even tho 25 en. 
tered in the awful Records of ' Heaven's 
high Will, is not only an annatural Pro- 
cedure joined to a wilful Contempt of che 
Almighty's Appointments, but is beſides a 
manifeſt and moſt injrerions Infringement 
of What we are underſtood, and wok be 
confeſſed, to owe ourſelves. ' 

Accordingly, if the inbred eontititional 
Ordinances of our Make lead us to aſſert 
with greateſt Truth, that becauſe of the 
natural Inferiority, and actual Subordina· 
tion, of the bodily to the mental dyſtem, 
Be Intereſts of the former ſhould-be invart- 
ably purſued with ſerious Regard and dur 
Deference to thoſe of the latter + If in the 
ſame Way of arguing, it may in lite Man- 
ner be maintained, that, becauſe. of the 
Body's immediate Dependance for its Well. 
being on the Continuance and Harmony of 
all its Conſtituents in their reſpective Func- 
tions, we are evidently debarred from inter- 
meddling herein any further than to keep up 
this Oeconomy in its full Vigour, and % 


guard it againſt or to clear it from unnatural 
Intrufions, by ſuch Means as the good Provi- 
dence of God has provided for that Purpoſe : 
In fine, if Life, gfe implying in its very 
Nature and Notion Exiftence and the Con- 


tinuance 
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tinuamcs of it, does det it t redſoniabie and 
obligatory, that we ſhould do every Thing 
that tends moſt probably and di refth + to ſecure 
this its primary Intention, and nothing at 
any Time tbat may, without other greater 
Inconveniences, endanger it in the leaft ; then 
can we never think well of a Method of 
Proceeding ſo diametrically oppoſite to theſe 
natural Verities, as Inoculation, if viewed 
in 14 proper Light, will manifeſtly Ae 
to be. A 

We can by no Kind of Reaſoning per- 
ſuade ourſelves, whilſt the above Principles 
are admitted, that it can be right with the 
Favourets of this fordid Mechaniſm to en- 
dtavaur to ſecure the Poſſeſſion of our bo- 
dily Enjoyments thro' an Expedient, which, 
when unſucceſsful, ſullies the Soul with the 
Stain of Preſumption and Blood-guiltineſs ; 
and when proſperous, not only deprives the 
Sinner of one of thoſe ſalutary Means of 
Grace Providence defigns for his Correction 
or Improvement, but, what is worſe ſtill, 
. neceſſarily tends, as to corrupt the Mind with 
Notions of Self. Sufficiency and Independance, 
and ſtrengthen in it that Diſregard to Fu- 
turity which this Invention ſeems to owe its 
| . Riſe to; fo to encourage Men into ſuch 
further .Licentrouſneſs of Action, as is not 
certainly attended with mental Comforts 
here, and will prove extremely dangerous 
to the Soul's Well-being hereafter. 


C _ 
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As difficult will it be in this Light to 
juſtify the Violence which this all. a At- 
tempt moſt evidently offers to, and actually 
exerciſes upon, the conſtitutional Oeconomy; 
by infuſing into it the rt Leaders to, and 
active Promoters of, a foul, a peſtilentious, 
a painful, awmoſt dangerous Diſeaſe, produc- 
tive always of ſome, and generally of great, 
Confuſion and Diſcordancy thro' the whole 
Fabrick, and often of Indiſpofitions perpe- 


tual and irremediable. 


And then as to that Care and Concery for 
Life, which we are ſo indiſpenſably obli- 


ged to have a conſtant Regard to, it never 


can be reconciled with the indiſputable 
Uncertainties, and moſt imminent Reſque,. 
Inoculation inevitably expoſes to ; both 
without Warrant and without Neceſſity, It 
is vain in this Affair to plead in Excuſe a 
Rettitude of Intentions ; whilſt the Means 
to attain the End propoſed create the very 
Hazard deſigned to be ſhunned, and cannot, 
without Abſurdity, be faid to prevent, or 
remove, or leſſen it. And tho' the Ventur- 
ing of Life to ſave it, when the Danger is 
certain, near, and operating, may be ſtrict- 
ly defenſible ; it cannot be ſo whilſt that 
Danger keeps at a Diſtance, and, poſſibly, 
may neither reach, nor injure us. No one 
ever yet ſet his Houſe on fire, in the 
Thought of ſaving it by that Means from 
being burnt down : Nor did any one at any 


Time 
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Time endeavour, in a general Conflagrati- 
on, to ſecure Life by perilbus Expedients, 
till the Approach of the Flames made eve- 
ry other Method of Salvation impgſiblle. 

In Truth, when theſe Duties that regard 
ourſelves come to be diſpaſſionately confi- 
dered, there is no Manner of Doubt, but 
the infectious Contrivance, we are here cen- 
ſuring, muſt be allowed as ab/o/utely incon- 
feftent with them, as it evidently is with our 
Obligations to our Fellow-Creatures, and 
thoſe that relate to the Almighty Creator. 
This, one would think, were ſufficient 
to induce every ſerious Perſon to ſtand re- 
ſolutely to his Engagements, and never to 
yield to the Importunities, which either 
from within or without may aſſail his Con- 
ſtancy. The ſtated Courſe of Nature ap- 
pearing moſt clearly to be the Jordan God 
would have us waſh in, it is not Duty fure- 
ly {till to chuſe our Abana and Pharphar ; 
{till to prefer what is rejected; ſtill to reject 
what is preferred. Or are the Waters of 
either efficacious without a Bleſſing; and 
is there inherent Virtue in thoſe we pitch 
on, more than in thoſe that are preſcribed ? 
Scarce would one imagine Suſpicions of this 
Sort could eaſily gain Credit; and yet, to 
our great. Concern, we find they do. To 
remove them therefore, and with them 
whatever may unhappily prove a ſtrong 
Temptation to a wrong Choice, it will re 
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be improper to extend our View of this 
Matter ſome what Further, by adding here 
ſuch Conſiderations as ſeem to prove moſt 
clearly, that Inoculation, notwithſtandin 
all the Praiſes injudiciouſiy laviſned upon it, 
is what no Man fares well or ill by, that 
might not, in one Reſpect or other, have 
done better without, in as much as it ſe- 
cures us againſt no one Danger we are in the 
natural Way expoſed to; affords no one real 
Advantage that may not be had in the com- 
mon Management of the -Diſeaſe ; and is 
ſubjefF to many Inconventences and Evils, 
which, in the regular Courſe of Things, we 
are either quite free from, or but ſlightly 
affected with. Au DOLL en a 
To ſpeak after a great Maſter in the 
Medicinal Art, the Differences obſervable 
in the Diſeaſe, and conſequently the Dan- 
gers which in the natural Way we are ex- 
poſed to, are chiefly owing to the almoſt in- 
finite Variety. of conſtitutional Habits in va- 
rious Individuals ; to the Temperature of 
the Seaſons and their Changes; and to 
many Accidents which befal the Body be- 
tween the Time of catching the Infection 
and the Appearance of the Diſeaſe. But 
will any Perſon undertake to prove, that 
our Inoculators are capable of fencing 
againſt a/l, or any of theſe Inconveniences ? 
Can the clear-fightedſt of them pry into 
the zzward Make and bodily Conſtitution 
* 4 of 
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of any ſingle 1 ? Can they 2 wo 
Kind of Knowledge become ac 
how far any Seaſon may be fitteſt 72 com- 
municating the Diſtemper or how 
that Fitneſs may continue? And can their 
utmoſt Caution guard againſt Accidents, 
which are without Number; and eſpecial- 
ly thoſe, that ariſe from the different Af 
fections of the Mind? No one will venture 
to affirm it. On the contrary, it muſt be 
allowed, that in theſe Particulars the Dan- 
ger is ſimilar. on both Sides, and no Pre- 
ference accordingly due to Inoculation, at 
| leaſt i in bis Reſpect. 
It is indeed pretended, this by this arti- 
Fa and if you take it, /a/ufary Method 


of infecting, ſome very fignal Zee 
are obtained, ſufficient to out- balance his 


or any other Conſideration: And it muſt 
be confeſſed, were thoſe Advantages ach 
as could not be had in the natural V. ay, 
there would be Room for thinking more 
favourably of the Operation than we now 
can, But it is juſt in his very an 
that lies the grand Illuſion. 

If it cannot be ſaid, that the Adult are in 
every Reſpect upon an Equality with the 
Young, it may however be maintained, 
that 2h0ſ⸗ Perſons, if naturally of a 200d 
Conſtitution, and ſuch as have not impaired 
that Conſtitution, or are not at the Time 
under 1 bodily Indiſpoſition occaſioned 
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by Intemperance or otber Vices, have 
good a, Chance for their Life in the natural, 
as Children can have in the unnatural W 
and, perhaps, à better, in as much as th 
have more Strength both of Mind. and B ly 
to bear ap againſt the Preſſure and Violence 
ak the Diſtemper.  _ 
So again, what ſhould hindi but that 
in, Times of general Infection, or when- 
—— there is Room to apprehend the Ap- 
proach of it, the ſame Precautions and the 
ſame Care, which our Inoculators employ, 
ſhould be made uſe of and taken; and by 
what Reaſon will it be proved, that be 
Methods will be leſs effectual in the one 
Caſe, than in the other ? Moſt ſurely the 
ſame Means under the ſame Circumſtances 
may. juſtly. be expected to have the ſame 
Conſequences. . And when we conſider, 
that the good and wiſe Creator has thought 
proper to confine the Malignity of this 
Diſtemper to a certain Number of Days 
before it ſnould make its Appearance, and 
to ſome more before it ſhould have its full 
Scope, whilſt other Infections operate more 
ſuddenly; and that he has been pleaſed be- 
k tides Jo to order the Nature of this Malady, 
5 that it ſhould, at leaſt in dangerous Caſes, | 
\ give us Notice of its Approach from the 
4 firſt, by certain known Signs and Prognoſ- 
=] ticks ; we may with the greateſt Propriety 
inſer, that it ſeems to have been the divine 
Intention 


L 23] 


Intention herein to teach us, not only that 


this Diſeaſe ſhould for ever be and remain, 


(what is not reconcileable with Inoculation) 
as well caſual as ſucceſſive in its Stages, but 
that he expected us moreover to make the 
beſt Uſe we could of thoſe merciful Circum- 
fantialt, by employing in Time, and with 
due Care, the various Means provided for 


our Security. If ſuch Caution, by being 


almoſt perpetually needful, ſhould. oblige! } 
ſome Perſons, and, perhaps, not a few in 
Number, to live more moderately, and more 
virtuouſly than their Inclinations would: 
otherwiſe lead them to do, it is to be hoped, 
the double Benefit they will reap from ſuch 


their involuntary Regularity (the probable 


Safety of their Bodies, and the certain Se- 


carity of their Souls) will not be conſtrued. 


into an Objection againſt, but rather a 


very 
powerful Argument, in their Caſe at leaſt, 


for following the natural Courſe of Things, 0 


and never venturing to ſtep out, or run 


counter to it. 


As to the Cure which Inoculation Ga 
niſhes for thoſe Fears Perſons are apt to lie 


under till they have gone. thro' the Trial ; 


and the Certainty of the Diſeaſe proving in 
this Way Jeſs ſevere, and Iſs mortal; theſe, 
tho' urged as /ingular Recommendations of 
this Practice, ſeem however to be no beter 


ma mere Pretences. 
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- Immoderate Fears, where equal Grounds 
for Hopes obtain, are unreaſonable, mere 
Humour: And Fears that reſpect the Bo. 
dy only, without the /nalleſt Concern for 
what may befal the Soul, by endeavouring 


to remove them, are carnal, worldly, irre- 


ligious. Nay, was the Motive allowed to 
be valid, which it is not, it is ſcarce to be 


believed what wild Work it would make, 


ſhould it be extended to every Caſe in 
which there are Grounds for Apprehenſions 


Full as unquiet as thoſe here appealed to. 


To inſtance but in one; Suppoſe ſome bold 
Schemer (and ſuch there are we know). 
ſhould with gilded Eloquence, and a ſoft - 
Flow of Words, deſcribe in all their La- ' 


titude the Chances we perpetually run of a 


broken Limb: Should ſet forth the Dangers - 
of this Misfortune befalling us under a bad 
Habit, or an accidental Indiſpoſition of 
Body; at an unfavourable Seaſon of the 
Year, or an advanced Time of Life; under 
the actual Want of Help, or at a Diſtance 
from the Skilful : And ſhould urge the 
very near Certainty, in the ordinary Courſe 
of Things, of our never ſuffering again in 
this Way, when once the Parts, after hav- 
ing been disjointed, are callouſed together: 
Could we be infatuated enough to allow, 
that to rid ourſelves of the Unea/ineſs raiſed 
by this Repreſentation, and to ſecure the 


Benefit offered in the Cloſe of it, it would 
= 


25 
be ptudent inſtantly to crave the Aſſiſtance 
of our kind Inſtructor, and freely to reſign 
our Bodies to be mangled and maſbed, as his 
fond Regard to our Well-being, or ſome- 
thing — ſhould direct him? The Thought 
is ridiculous, tho the Caſe be parallel, . 
No better, or worſe ſtill, muſt we think 

of the unaccountable Aſſurance with which 
it is affirmed, that Inoculation is certain to 
procure the milde ft Circumſtances obſerva- 
ble in the Diſeaſe ; when, not only the 
avowed and manifold Uncertainty attending 
this Operation is quite pte thereto, but 
the moſt formidable Symptoms have actual- 
ly appeared-in very many Inſtances, not- 
withſtanding 410 the Care and Caution 

needful. 
And with reſped to the Proportion of 
Deaths in both Ways, it is ſtrictly agree- 
able to Truth to ſay, that all Calculations, 
already or yet to be made, ever were and 
ever will be precarious and uncertain ; as 
there is an ab/o/ute Impoſſibility of ſtating 
the Caſe ſo fairly and fully, as to be ſure 
that the Circumſtances on both Sides are 
equal. The exact Temperature of the Sea- 
ſons ; the preciſe conflitutional or acquired 
bodily and mental Habits and Diſpofitions 
of the Perſons diſtempered ; the various, 
unexpected Incidents and Turns obſervable 
in the Courſe of the Diſeaſe ; the Nature 
and Degree of the Care and Attendance 
D given . 
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given: Theſe, and many more fuch like 
- Particulars, (tho' unintelligibly diſregarded, 
even by Perſons of Diſcernment and Know- 
ledge) are yet to be clearly underſtood, and 
carefully examined into, before any Kind 
of juft Judgment can be made: And how 
difficult, or rather impgſſible, it is to obtain 
Informations of this Sort, that may be 
deemed certain, is too plain to want a par- 
ticular Proof. Nay, ſuppoſing fure Intel- 
ligence with Regard to Zhejſe Circumſtances 
could be had, it does not ſeem the Conclu- 
fron we ſhould be ready to form from it 
could be relied on, as it is to be hoped, we 
are not yet inclined, contrary to Reaſon, 
contrary to Experience, contrary to Reve- 
| lation, to deny the Divine Providence a 
1 Share in the Diſpoſal of Mens Lives. 
1 There is then moſt evidently no one pe- 
culiar, real Advantage gained by ſubmit- 
ting to this deceitful Trial; nor any the 46a. 
Security againſt the Dangers incident to the 
Diſtemper in the natural Way. But this 
is what we get by this doubtful and wſcleſs 
Intruſion on our bodily Health, and what 
ought therefore to prove a very powerful 
Diſſuaſive from it; wwe ſubject ourſelves to 
the Chance or Certainty of ſome fignal In- 
7 conventences, or ſome very fore Evils, not 
apparent at all, or but ſlightly felt, in the 
1 | ordinary Courſe of Things, Bo 
: Moſt 
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Moſt probably we ſhall be cenſured for - 
rankiog among theſe latter Kind of Dit- 
couragements, the unneceſſary Trouble, 
Pain, and Hazard this infectious Method 
of Cure forces upon thoſe, who, had they 
been left to take their Chance, had, perhaps, 
clean eſcaped them. And yet it ſhould 
ſeem, the Certainty of theſe Effects in the 
one Way, and the Uncertainty of them in 
the other, low as it may be deemed, could 
not but juſtify giving 7bzs Conſideration a 
Place here. 
However, not to ſtand with our Anta- 

goniſts for little Matters, if any Thing in 
| this Debate can with Reaſon be called ſo, 
let it more directly be obſerved, that Inocu- 
lation may not only turn out an annecęſſary 
Expedient in ſome Inſtances, but has actu- 
ally appeared an uncertain. one, as to its 
Efficacy, in many more; ſince it is noto- 
rious, that ſome. Perſons have been inocu- 
lated, and more than once, if Report ſays 
true, in whom the Diſeaſe has not made 
its Appearance at all; whilſt others, who 
miſſed the Diſtemper in this Way, have 
afterwards had it zaturallyj; not to menti- 
on, that ſome there have been in whom the 
Infection, by laying dormant for a Time, 
has proved at laſt both direful in its Symp- 
toms, and mortal. 

It ſhould be noted likewile, that, when 
this Experiment takes Effect, and Nature 
» Þ 0 18 
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is accordingly checked in its Workings, and 
not ſuffered to exert itſelf ſo kindly or fo 
powerfully as it would have done, had it been 
allowed to take its own Time and Courſe, 
(which, by the Way, is the oft favourable 
Circumſtance the Operation can be attended 
with) it happens certainly, and almoſt con- 
AHantly, that the Patients upon Recovery are 
miſerably infeſted with Boils and Swellings 
of different Sorts, which, when outward, 
often prove ſo viruient as to baffle the Skill 
of the moſt Skilful, and when inwara, 
cauſe the moſt painful and lingering Diſor- 
ders, which moſtly terminate in Death. 

It ſhould be remembered moreover, that, 
ſince it is not pgſſible for the moſt prying 
Eye to diſcover the hereditary or acquired 
Indiſpoſitions of the Blood and Humours 
of the Perſon whom the Infection is Bor- 
rowed from, there 1s great Reaſon to fear, 
leſt, beſides the Diſtemper looked for, ma- 
ny others, and thoſe of the moſt virulent 
Sort, may be infuſed into the ſound Body 
by this adventurous Meaſure, and /o a 
Foundation laid for much Miſery and Tor- 
ment, not only to the Perſons receiving 
ſuch compounded Miſchief, but to Thou- 
ſands yet unborn. 

In fine, ſince this Operation often proves 
fatal, (oftner than our Inoculators care 
ſhould be known) we may eaſily under- 
ſtand, how unguref the Surmiſes, how 
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the Self-Condemnation, how exqui- 
2 the Grief and Concern muſt be of 
thoſe, by whoſe Leave or Direction the 
Experiment was made, And, if ſuch 
Perſons have a Senſe of an Hereafter, 
where they believe they muſt render an 
Account of their Actions, it is equally eaſy 
to foreſee, with what terrible Apprehenſi- 
ons, and fearful looking for, of Judgment 
they muſt needs entertain the Thoughts of, 
and launch into, Eternity. Be the Recti- 
tude of Intentions what it will; be it a 
good or a bad Plea; yet the being unneceſ- 
ſarily Inſtrumental in the Loſs of what any 
one eſteemed as his preſent, and what he 
endeavoured to ſecure as his future, Com- 
fort, muſt needs give him here all the Un- 
eaſineſs before recited : And ſhould he not 
be able in the preſent Caſe fully to convince 
himſelf, that the Means employed by him 
to gain his End are in themſelves juſtifiable, 
(for which Uncertainty, to go no higher, 
there is over-abundant Reaſon) it is needleſs 
to ſay how ſhocking the Alarms of his 
Mind muſt be, under the unavoidable 8 
picions of Blood-guiltineſs 
This is putting the Matter as /ow as may 
be; lower by far than the Conſiderations, 
offered in this Diſcourſe, will admit of. 
For if Inoculation is in many Reſpects incon- 
2 lent with what we owe to God, our TR 
ours, 
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bours, and ourſelves; and if it affords bees 


w Security a gainſt, but rather adds to the 


Dangers 2. Evils of the Diſeaſe it pre- 
tends to cure, without any peculiar real 
Advantage in 2 ay of Compenſation ; it can 
ſcarce be doubted, but that it is an Expedi- 
ent directly and poſitively evil, and an Ex- 

ient accordingly, which, becauſe of its 
intrinſicł Depravity, no Conſideration . 
ever can juſtify the Uſe of. 

Do wo Evil, no not tho Good ſhould come 
of it, is the plain Maxim of the Text ; 
and what cannot fail, tho' other Motives 
ſhould, to determine our Judgments at laſt. 
To which it may not prove uſeleſs on this 
Occafion to ſubjoin thoſe other' Scripture 


Deciſions; that God ruleth in the Armies 
of Heaven, and among the Inhabitants of 


the Earth; that he worketh all Things af- 
ter the Counſel F his own Will ; hi it is 
he who giveth Life and Breath, and all 
Things to all; that it is in him we live and 
move and have our Being ; that, however 
impatient we may be, it is not in our 
Power to ſuperadd the ſmalleſt Meaſure to 
our Age, any more than to our Stature; 
that we ſhould ca? all our Care upon God, 
as he careth for us; that if we ſeek the 
8 ve of God and its Righteouſneſs, (if. 

e glorify God in our Bodies and in our 
Spirit, which are God's) all Things needful 
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ſhall be vouchſafed us, the Eyes of the Lord 
being aur the Righteous, and his Ears open oe 
to their Prayer: In fine, that it is by no 
Means prudent to fear what may kill the 
Body, but rather to fear him who is able to 
deftroy both Soul and Body in Hell. 
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